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Student Transportation

Just a reminder that students only ride on their
assigned bus. Exceptions may be granted upon
written request from the parents to the Director of
Student Transportation for child care purposes. In
emergency situations, parents need to contact
Student Transportation to request alternate
arrangements. In emergency situations only, the
office may make alternate arrangements.

Fees

Children in grades 1 - 6 have Learning Resource
Fees of $50 and Kindergarten students have a
Learning Resource fee of $25. In addition, all
students require an agenda that costs $10. There
is also a charge of $30 for lunch supervision for
students in grades 1-6 and $20 for those students
in kindergarten.

These school fees are now due, but if you wish to
spread out the back-to-school costs, you may
leave post dated cheques with Mrs. Miller.
Should you need to make other special
arrangements, please discuss these with Mrs.
Schindeler.

Thank you for looking after these fees.

From our Parents
It was great to see eighteen parents out on
Monday, September 28" at the School Advisory
Council meeting. We, the executive, thank you
for your support and involvement as a team to
make this a FANTASTIC year!
This is our new executive for 2009-2010:
Presidents: Kim Boyd

Covie Krausher
Vic-Presidents:  Laurel Chernik
Brenda Wolokoff
Cindy Gardner
Connie Broda

Treasurer:
Secretary:

Thanks to all the parents who have volunteered as
a classroom representatives:

ECS: Roxanne Dunham
Gr. 1: Deniene Brodie
Gr. 2 Amanda Mandryk
Gr. 3S: Rhonda Schooley
Gr. 3W: Jodi Wood

Gr. 4: Cindy Gardner
Gr. 5: Caylie Elzinga
Gr. 6: Norrie-Shan Fyfe

Uncas Community Craft Sale

The annual crafts will be on October 31 from 10
am — 3 pm in the gym. If you are interested in
renting a table, please call Roxanne at 780-922-

7678. We anticipate that there will be
over 40 vendors so this is a great
time to pick up Christmas

=
gifts. There is a $2.00
admission fee with $1 going \&ﬁﬁ
to the Food Bank. Thereisa

concession on site and there 3
will be a 50/50 draw.

A Message from our Counsellor

Hello and welcome to a new school year! | hope
everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer break.
It is so exciting to return to school in September
to see friends, meet new teachers and begin
another year of learning and growing. It was
wonderful to see so many smiling faces and to
meet and welcome our new students to Uncas
School. Please feel free to contact me with any
questions or concerns about your child’s
programming or well-being. We all look forward
to a wonderful year together.

The role of the school counsellor is to work with
students, staff and parents to help meet the
academic, social and emotional needs of our
students. This may involve individual or group
counselling, cognitive and/or academic
assessments, skills training, accessing community
resources and facilitating referrals. Due to the
varied nature of student and family needs and
limited counseling time, referrals are often made
to community programs and services to
effectively meet needs. We are fortunate to have
many excellent resources and skilled
professionals in Strathcona County. The
following list highlights several of the resources
in our community that work closely with schools
to provide services to those who need them:

Strathcona County Family and
Community Services 464-4044

e Individual, couples, family and group
counselling

e  Children’s workshops on building
friendship skills (Competent Kids),
healthy self-esteem (Free the Horses)
and youth issues
(Youth in
Action)

e Parent
workshops on
leadership,
relationships
and stress
management
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e Rainbows - small group support for
children and youth who have
experienced loss as a result of divorce or
separation

e  Prism - support group for adults dealing
with divorce or separation

e Fees are on a sliding scale or may be
waived depending on family situation

Family School Liaison Worker (FSLW)
464-4044
e Help school-age children and their
families deal with emotional and
behavioral issues that are interfering
with learning
e  Strengthen family relationships, enhance
coping and communicating skills
e Learn positive strategies for dealing with
emotions and family change

Sherwood Park Mental Health ~ 342-4675

e Counselling services for all ages dealing
with psychiatric issues

e Individual counselling and group
therapy (social skills)

e  Children’s mental health therapists

e Assessment and treatment, information
on mental illness

Regional Pediatric Developmental and
Mental Health Program (RPDMH) 342-
4667
e Help children and families with
developmental, behavioral and learning
concerns
e Provide assessment for children ages 5
to Grade 12 who have learning,
emotional or behavioral difficulties that
are causing concerns at home and/or
school
e  Partnership between education and
health, referrals made jointly by the
school, parent and family physician
e Psychosocial assessment and treatment
planning
e  Offer individual counseling, information
sessions on ADHD, and skills based
intervention groups for children
(Anxiety, Social Skills)

Strathcona County Parent Link Centre
416-6730
e Focus on children aged 0 to 6 and their
families to connect parents to other
parents and resources in the community

e Services include parent education, early
childhood development, family support

e Programs include drop-in playgroups,
information sessions, parenting phone
support

Expressive Arts Support Group for
Grieving Children, Teens and Families -
Pilgrim’s Hospice: 413-9801 ext. 309,
Cheryl Roberts
e  Support group for children who are
grieving the death of a loved one
e One on One support and companioning
to family members
e  Parent groups to assist in supporting
their grieving child

Family Support for Children with
Disabilities (780) 427-2551 or toll free 310-
0000 Toll free information line 1-866-346-
4661

e  Support families in caring for a child

with a disability

Offer a range of supports and services to assist
families in helping their children achieve their
potential

Allergy Awareness

Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) is committed to
creating an allergy-safe and allergy-aware
environment. Management of students at risk of
life-threatening allergies is a shared responsibility
among students, parents, the school system, and
health-care providers.

Division Policy IHCD-Medication/Personal Care
outlines procedures to follow in case of severe
allergies. School staff are experienced in dealing
with medical sensitivities including food
allergies, and parents should speak to the
principal regarding their child’s medical needs.
While the school cannot guarantee an allergen-
free environment, we will take all reasonable
steps to ensure a safe environment for staff and
students with life-threatening allergies.

To assist us in keeping
your child safe, parents
should make every effort
to teach their allergic
children to self-protect. v
Good safety habits @
should be established
from an early age:

NS
Uneas

Elementary



(i

\y

U/1]

qw

din

\w

/1]

(w

din

qaw

awn dqp b U

U/7A

T

(w

W i

/1]

{[[1

(v

Have one auto-injector labeled with the
child’s name, kept in a readily available,
unlocked location (preferably carried on the
person).

Educate your allergic child on avoidance
strategies including not sharing food and
washing hands before and after eating.
Inform the school about your child’s
allergies, updating the school on any changes
(e.g., diagnosis of an additional allergy,
outgrowing an allergy).

Provide the school with an unexpired
epinephrine auto-injector for use in case of
an allergic reaction.

Complete an Anaphylaxis Emergency Plan
including the child’s photograph, allergy
information, emergency contact numbers,
emergency protocol, and signature of the
parent/guardian and physician.

Provide consent allowing school staff to use
an epinephrine auto-injector when they
consider it necessary in an allergic
emergency.

Meet with foodservice staff to inquire about
allergen-management policies and menu
items if your child is to eat foods prepared at
school.

Encourage your child to carry his/her own
auto-injector, when age appropriate.
Discourage your child from eating if he/she
does not have an auto-injector readily
available.

Encourage your child to be very cautious
when eating foods prepared by others.
Communicate with school staff about field
trip arrangements.

Have your child wear medical identification
(such as a MedicAlert bracelet, a necklace
for older children, or a special badge in the
case of very young children), which clearly
identifies the allergy.

Encourage all children to comply with a ‘no
eating’ rule during daily travel on school
buses.

Provide non-perishable foods and safe
snacks for special occasions.

Head Lice Information

While we currently are not aware of any cases of

head lice in our school, the following information
may assist your family is preventing the spread of
head lice should an infestation occur.

e Head lice infestations are common in school
children but are not associated with serious
disease and are not a sign of poor hygiene. In
fact, head lice really like clean hair.

e Head lice do not spread disease.

e  Children may have head lice but go weeks
before showing symptoms.

e Misdiagnosis of head lice infestations is
common. The diagnosis requires detection of
live head lice. Detection of nits alone does
not indicate active infestation.

e Topical insecticides, especially lindane, can
be toxic, particularly if misused. Care should
be taken to avoid unnecessary exposure and,
when indicated, to minimize skin contact
beyond the scalp.

e  Excessive household or school cleaning is
not warranted following the detection of a
case of head lice because neither head lice
nor nits survive for an extended period of
time away from the scalp.

e According to health officials, exclusion
(being sent home) from school due to the
detection of “nits’ is
not medically
necessary. Even the
detection of active
head lice should not
lead to the exclusion
of the affected child.
Treatment is
recommended and close head-to-head
contact should be discouraged pending
treatment.

Families of children in a classroom where a case
of active head lice has been detected will be
notified as such. The school will also provide
information about the diagnosis, misdiagnosis,
and management of head lice.

Alberta Education provides Allergy and
Anaphylaxis Informational Response (AAIR)
resources to assist parents and schools with
establishing site-specific allergy management
strategies.
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PARENT INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEW ALBERTA MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM

What is number sense?

"Develop number sense"” is the general goal
for mathematics in Kindergarten to grade
nine. Number sense can be thought of as
flexible thinking and intuition about number.
In order for students to develop deep
understanding of many math concepts,
flexible and fluent thinking with numbers is
necessary. Number sense cannot be taught -
it is a result of rich mathematical tasks
connected fo each person's own experiences.

A true sense of number is much more than
being able to write numerals, count objects,
memorize facts and follow steps to solve
number problems. Mastery of number facts
will develop as students increase their
number sense. As students learn their facts,
they are able to extend their mathematical
thinking to larger numbers and more
complex computations. Facts should not be
memorized; students should understand the
affect that the different operations (+, -, x,
+) have on numbers.

Number sense develops when students
connect numbers to their own real-life
experiences. When students use friendly
numbers (like numbers that end in zero, such
as 10, 30, or 100) or numbers that they are
familiar with (for example, 27 is almost 25),
this helps them to understand how numbers
relate to one another. This results in
students who are confident that they can
make sense of mathematics. For example,
students with number sense know what 10 is
in a variety of situations, including how 6 and
4 or 7 and 3 make 10, or how 10 can look like

this f:::] or like this [« k%%,

Number sense typically comes as a by-
product of learning rather than through
direct instruction. Teachers can promote
number sense by providing rich
mathematical tfasks and encouraging
students to make connections fo their own
experiences and their previous learning.

How might I support my child with number sense?

A +10 Machine
Work together using
one calculator. Press
[=]to make a
“+10 machine”. One
person enters any
number. The other says
or writes the number
thatis 10 more. The =
is pressed for
confirmation. The roles
are then reversed. The
same game can be
played with any multiple
of 10 or 100.

Secret Sum
This calculator activity uses the
memory feature. A target
number is selected, such as
100. Take turns with your child
entering a number and pressing
the key. Each of the
numbers is accumulated in the
memory but the sum is never
displayed on the screen. If you
or your child thinks that the
other has made the sum go
beyond the target, he
announces “over,” and the

(memory recall) key is

pressed to check.

Break It in Two Parts
Pick any 2-digit or 3-digit
number. Challenge your child to
try to make the number in two
parts. For example, 453 can be
400 and 53 or 425 and 28. Try
to break the same number in
many different ways.

50 and Some More
Say a number between 50 and
100. Have your child respond
with “60 and __.” For 72, the
response is “50 and 22.” Use
other numbers that end in 50,
such as “450 and Some More.”

Activities taken from Van de Walle and Folk (2005),
pp. 208,210,218

Alberta Education Implementation Schedule | 2008-2009

2009-2010 2010-2011

Provincial | Grades K, 1, 4, 7 | 6rades 2, 5, 8 | Grades 3, 6, 9, 10

Optional | Grades 2,5, 8

Grades 3, 6, 9

This newsletter article is produced by the Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia as a result of
a grant from Alberta Education to support implementation of mathematics.
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Inquiry-based Learning

Think back to your own experiences in school.
Do you remember a favourite project? What
was your topic? How did you share your
information? What made the experience so
special?

Many of us will remember a project with real-
world applications that engaged our emotions
and our thinking. This kind of learning remains a
strong and compelling memory for those of us
fortunate enough to have experienced a self-
directed or inquiry-based project.

What is inquiry?

“Inquiry is the dynamic process of being open to
wonder and puzzlements and coming to know
and understand the world.”

(Galileo Educational Network, 2004), from
Focus on Inquiry (2004).

What is inquiry-based learning?

Inquiry-based learning is a process where
students are deeply engaged in their own
learning, formulate questions, investigate widely
and then build new understandings, meanings
and knowledge with the help and guidance of a
teacher.

Students may respond to a question, develop a
solution or support a position or point of view.
The learning is usually shared with others in
some way and may result in some sort of action.

In an inquiry-based classroom, teachers will
create an environment in which students are
empowered to come to conclusions around
important Social Studies issues.

Why is inquiry important?

Inquiry-based learning provides opportunities for

students to:

e develop lifelong learning skills

e learn to cope with problems that may not
have clear solutions

¢ deal with changes and challenges to
understandings

o shape their search for solutions, now and in
the future.

How might | support my child with inquiry?

There are a number of ways that you can
support your child/youth:

e Take your child to the public library to
locate materials (i.e. books, videos, and
websites) that will help immerse your child
in the topic.

¢ Read aloud some of the more difficult
materials.

e Encourage your child to collect and
organize their findings using a KWL (What
I Know, What | Want to Know, What |
Learned) chart.

e Take time to talk with your child about
what is going on in the world (i.e. current
affairs).

Adapted from Focus On Inquiry (2004),
http://education.alberta.ca/media/313361/focu

soninquiry.pdf

The Alberta Social Studies curriculum is built around core principles of citizenship and identity in the 21* Century.

In classrooms throughout Alberta, students will critically examine and analyze important issues and concepts while

they consider aboriginal, francophone and multiple perspectives from both the present and the past. This newsletter
article is produced by the Edmonton Regional Learning Consortium in cooperation with the Alberta Regional Professional
Development Consortia as a result of a grant from Alberta Education to support implementation of Social Studies.




HEALIRH
ADVISORY

If you or your child have a FEVER and
at least one of the following flu-like
symptoms, please STAY AT HOME
and DO NOT ENTER the building.

o Fatigue/Weakness  « Headache

« Cough o Chills/Aches/Pain
o Sniffles/Sneezes « Nausea/Vomiting
o Lack of Appetite e Diarrhea

o Sore Throat

For further information contact your health care provider
or Health Link Alberta at 780-408-5465.

Visit Elk Island Publics School’s website at www.eips.ca
for further information and updates.
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